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Wife helped raise money to open site after husband died of cancer

AN EALING woman who lost her 
husband to a brain tumour has 
turned her grief into a force for good.

Wendy Fulcher, 63, dedicated 
herself to raising money to enable 
Kevin O’Neill, the consultant 
neurosurgeon who treated her husband 
John at Charing Cross Hospital, to 
build a research team to fight the 
disease.

And this week, 14 years after she 
was widowed, her dream of opening 
the research centre became a reality.

Wendy said: “My husband was 52 
when he was taken from me in 2001, 
just 10 months after his diagnosis. 

“His consultant neurosurgeon 
Kevin O’Neill and his team were with 
us all the way.

“I am proud to say that this new 
Brain Tumour Research Centre of 
Excellence is, in part, John’s legacy.

“It would not have happened 
without John and neither would it 
have happened without the dedication 
of Kevin and his team.”

Mr O’Neill will lead the centre, 
which is a partnership between Brain 
Tumour Research and Imperial 
College Healthcare NHS Trust 
(London).

While existing centres are led by 

neuroscientists, Imperial College 
Healthcare NHS Trust’s is the first in 
the charity’s network to be headed 
up by a pioneering brain surgeon.

Earlier this year Mr O’Neill was 
part of  a team who used an 
‘intelligent’ knife (iKnife) to diagnose 
abnormal tissue during an operation 
to remove a brain tumour – the first 

time it had been used in Europe.
He said: “I continue to be 

astounded by the courage of  patients 
and their families, none more so than 
in the case of  Wendy who, in her 
grief, has found great depths of  drive 
and determination to ensure our 
work has a future. 

“We must fight this disease until 
we have a cure and we remain 
committed to doing all we can to 
improve outcomes for our patients.

“I am delighted to be working 
with Brain Tumour Research to help 
push forward scientific frontiers to 
bring us closer to a cure.”

The centre joins Queen Mary 
University of  London, and centres 
at universities in Portsmouth and 
Plymouth, to become the fourth 
funded by Brain Tumour Research.

“This new centre brings a welcome 
and timely boost to long-term 
sustainable and continuous research 
into brain tumours,” said Sue 
Farrington Smith, chief  executive of 
Brain Tumour Research.

She pledged to continue the work 
of  the charity on behalf  of  the 
16,000 people who are diagnosed 
with brain tumours every year.

She added: “Brain tumours kill 
more children and adults under the 
age of  40 than any other cancer yet 
just one per cent of  the national 
spend on cancer research is allocated 
to this devastating disease. This is 
unacceptable.”

The centre will receive £1.3million 
from the two charities over the next 
three years. The research and 
fundraising partnership between 
Brain Tumour Research and the 
Trust aims to raise £1m a year 
towards new studies.

Find out more at www.
braintumourresearch.org.

Wendy’s proud day 
at research centre 
by Narbeh Minassian
narbeh.minassian@trinitymirror.com

Flytippers to 
get £80 fines
EALING Council has teamed up 
with a security company to dish out 
£80 fines to fly tippers.

The Labour-run council is hoping 
to reduce the £4.5m annual bill for 
clearing up after litterbugs and fly 
tippers by cracking down on 
offenders.

It has joined forces with Kingdom 
Security to put teams of uniformed 
officers on Ealing streets, alongside 
the council’s environmental 
enforcement officers, to provide a 
deterrent.

Operating initially on a one-year 
trial basis, Kingdom Security will 
not charge the council but will 
instead take a share of the fines.

Cllr Bassam Mahfouz, cabinet 
member for environment, said: “The 
changes we are making will turn the 
tide against these selfish individuals, 
who are committing these offences 
and deal with them with on-the-spot 
penalty notices.”

Kingdom Security is also working 
with neighbouring Harrow Council, 
meaning that problems which spill 
over the boundary can be tackled.

The patrols started on 
Wednesday. 

Residents can report littering and 
dog fouling at www.ealing.gov.uk/
reportit.

n teaMiNg up: Councillor Bassam 
Mahfouz with Kingdom Security 
officers

n teaMiNg up: (Left) Wendy Fulcher, 
with a picture of her husband; (above) 
consultant neurosurgeon Kevin O’Neill
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